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NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS




NOTICE A119
16 August 2002
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS AND

TRANSACTIONS ACT, 25 OF 2002
Members are advised that the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act (“the Act”) was promulgated and came into force on 31 July 2002.

The Act is primarily aimed at facilitating electronic communications and transactions by affirming that the law does not discriminate against the use of electronic media. The Act also introduces a variety of compliance requirements that have to be met, including consumer protection provisions.

Members will no doubt be interested to know that the Computer Evidence Act, 1983, which required a computer printout to be authenticated by means of an affidavit, has been repealed.  In its place, section 15 of the Act states:

“A data message made by a person in the ordinary course of business, or a copy or printout of or an extract from such data message certified to be correct by an officer in the service of such person, is on its mere production in any civil, criminal, administrative or disciplinary proceedings under any law, the rules of a self regulatory organisation or any other law or the common law, admissible in evidence against any person and rebuttable proof of the facts contained in such record, copy, print out or extract.”

The Act has an impact on many business processes and members are accordingly advised to consult their professional advisers, in order to ascertain the implications of the Act. 

A copy of the Act is not yet available but should be on parliament’s website soon - www.polity.org.za.  The JSE does not provide legal advice to members, however, should you require any further information please 

contact Kgosi Monaisa on (011) 520-7014 or alternatively e-mail address kgosim@jse.co.za 

K. Monaisa

LEGAL COUNSEL

